How to Read like an Historian

Created by Kristie Schmidt
· Read a variety of source material including primary and secondary, sometimes tertiary sources
· Identify author’s claims
· Interpret charts, graphs, tables, etc.
· Recognize document reflects one moment in changing past  

· Identify author's position/point of view 
· Identify author's purpose 
· Read widely and deeply
· Source textbooks, books, databases, websites, letters, speeches and more
· Infer and use context/background information to draw more meaning from documents  

· Evaluate source's believability/ trustworthiness by considering genre, audience, author's purpose, and alternate versions
· Read actively
· Annotate (SOAPS, APPARTS)
· Take notes (graphic organizers)
· Evaluate author’s word choice

· What words or phrases does the author use to convince me that he/she is right?
· Evaluate evidence/reasoning author uses to support claims   

· Keep track of works cited as you work

· Question
· When was it written?
· Why was it written? 
· What evidence does the author use to support claims? 
· What information does the author leave out? 
· Evaluate source's believability/ trustworthiness by considering genre, 
audience, author's purpose, and alternate versions
· Read in conversation
· Recognize disparities between two accounts

· Establish what is true by comparing documents to each other    

21st Century Skills: Think critically, Solve problems, Interpret text in various forms, Communicate 
effectively, Effectively access, evaluate and use information 
CCSS Literacy RH 9/10 and 11/12 1-10
